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Action man comes home

AN nction=pncked career in
the United States has secn
former Elairgoarie man, Tek
Marcimiak, serve in Viet-
nam, and with a number of
police departments, rum a
private investiFations
agency and gain a BSe in ar-
DEY.

Bat be will retarn 80 Blair-
powrie next weslk as one of tho
foremost mounied police in-
stroctors i the LS

Dharing his =tay, Tek will con-
dusct two two-day mounted po-
bice training seminars for civil
in horses and their riders at
Clenmarkie Goest  Howse
Health Spa and Riding Centre
2y (ke

Before emiprating to  the
LI5A in 1966, Tok was o police
afficer in Dundes.

He is a native of Blairgewri
nnd o former papil of Lawside
Academy

His eareqr in the IS has in-
cluded a thres-year stint with
tha US Marine Corps, includ-
ing a four in ¥Velnam, bélere
b was honsarably discharged
with the rank of serpeant.

He then Ead a spell with
Toampa Police Department as a
patrod aflicer, thes a8 & |[soiE-
scide detective.

In 1875, Tek started his own
private investigative agency
and by 1990 i1 was the [arpess
privately-owned detective
agency in Florida, providing
armed uniformed socurity por-
gonnel as well as plain clothes
ARET1A

After selling the ngeocy in
1880 and having gained his L5
Coast Gaard Captain's Licence
in 19685, Tek [ormed OGypay
Siar Charters and  Sadling
2chool, and spent five wears
teachang ofl-akore aed bue-we-
ter sailing on his 50ft Gulfstar
axiling sloop in the waters of
the Gulf of Mexico nnd the
Western Caribbean  bejwedn
Flarida, Muxiion, Belize,
Guntemals, and Honduras.

In 1585, he re-entered low
enforcement ns a volunteer
depaty  for  the Jelferson
County Sheriff's (Hbee where

ki formed & mousted sheriiTs
patral.

He became ceriified as a
Seate of Florida polics instnaet-
or, & police firearms netractor
and @ #aticaally eertifbed
mounted police instructor.

"My exparisncs a8 A police af-
ficer coupled with my equestri-
on background was a nataral
sapae inte the mounted police
field,” said Tek.

My bove of horses camo feom
my prandfather, David (Bant)

1.

At the age of thees, I rode an
my Eranddad’s Clydesdals as it
plosghed, hsuled logs and
mad deliveries,

“In Blairgowrie in the late
1940s, horse-drawn  comomer-
cinl vehkeles were still 2 com-
mon sight and it was not antil
my arrval in the United Stapes
that I begon to learn the art of
the sqanstrian.”

Starting with basic English
and Weslernn eguestcian  les-
mons, e went on to become nn
avid fox hunter and kas hunted
all scroas the United States
ard in England and Ireland

After attsading pole schesd
nt the University of Virginda,
Tek hacame a founding meen-
ber of the Tampa Bay Folo
Clak

In mddition to his equestrian
pursuits, b has particapatod in
cross-oountry  endurance
CingE.

Tek obinined & BESc degree in
archacology from the Uni-
weraity of Sowth Florida snd
hiz archacological parsuits
fek him o the Yuoeatan
Jungles of Mexico and the Per.
uvian runddes.

Expericnees like crossing the
Andes on bhoraeback and tra-
varaugg thi Yoontan in search
of Inca and Myan roins allowed
himn te Eain an insight into how
to make a borse more nooephing
ol hazardous BiRAllons

This, eonpled with extensive
formal training in mounted po-
lize techinlgqens, albowed him to
develop his own programsne of
sepiery training for borses.

After forming kis own Mown-
ved Police Academy, Telke found

that a great nueber of civilian
spectators expressed an  ine
tereat 1o Baviag their privals
herses ewpossd to such train-
ing.

That reszlied in the pro-
gramme now being offered on
Tek's return trip to Perthehire

In mddition to his many ac-
complishments, Tek is also a k-
cengied mirplane pilot and soube
diver

In 19597, ke started the first
Tallahassse Seottinh  Featival
and Highland Games ai his
plantation bome outside Talla-
By A

The first yenr's sttendsnos of
SO0 people Was & great suc-
coss bt nothing to compare
with the 15,000 who attended
the 2002 games when Tek was
henoured as the feander of the
FVeiEL,

Tek now resides in Cheala,
Flarida — the horss sapital of
the world = where he operutes
bl Mougted Pelise Asadesny,
bringing officers from ncross
Fhl.' US and ¢verseas for Lrain-

He aled operabes a Mounted
Police Equipment Company
and twa other operations oent-
ring on supplying police aquip-
ment fo medor covcle officers
il Feil LEOOp

Tek's parents, Janet andd
KEnzik. sl reslde i Dusdes
arcad he has many close relat-
1ved in Blairgswree

“I leok forward to renewing
friendehips, eapecially with
Jimmy Neave, Emile Filipeesk,
and Mel Eennedy.” Tek addixd

Hw hag eanductad hin eortifie-
atzon courses throughout the
United States for police depart-
ments in Nevada, Texas, New
Orleans, Cincinnati, and Loa
Anpgelea and uatilises senasry
wraining methods o overcoms
horses' anturnl fenrs.

HORSE ACE: Tek Marciniak
will be back in Scollfand
next week for hizg mounted
polics draining courses,

Thursdamy: July 17, 2003




